
CHURCHES TOGETHER in BRIDPORT & DISTRICT 

Minutes of Meeting held at 7.30 pm on 11th February 2016 at Good Books 

 

PRESENT: Rev. Peter Clark (Chairman), Daphne Ekins (Secretary), Christine Hatton (Treasurer), 

Rev. Philip Ringer, Kathy Hince, John Green, Caroline Cooke, Valerie Payne, Sue Herman, Sheila 

Hepworth, Steve O’Sullivan, Lorna Johnson, Marcia Machin 

 

APOLOGIES: Father Richard Meyer, Ann Ayling, Tish Beamish, Peter Glanville 

 

1. Peter Clark welcomed everyone and offered a prayer. 

 

2. Apologies were given as above. 

 

3. The Minutes of the meeting on 16th November were agreed and signed after two amendments 

were made:  at item 5: should read ‘Independent Examiner’ instead of ‘Auditor’; item 12, last 

paragraph, should read Hilfield ‘Friary’ and not ‘Priory’. 

 

4. Matters arising:  There were no matters arising. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report  

Christine Hatton distributed a current statement of accounts and explained the items.     The 

balance at the bank on 28th January 2016 was £2,293.15.  Annual accounts will be completed for 

the next meeting.  

            

6. Review of past events 

a. Taize Service  It was generally felt that this was a lovely Service and it was good to hold it 

amongst the Christmas trees.   In future it could be good to have earlier and better publicity. 

 

b. Bridport Nativity  This was held in St Mary’s Church due to bad weather.  It was packed to the 

doors with people!  It was a very good Service and people enjoyed it being in Church and 

comments were made that they could hear better, etc.  Some people who do not attend Church 

commented on Father Richard’s address and how inspiring it was.  The Town Crier did an 

excellent job bringing people in to the Church. 

 

c. Cakes & Carols   This went well apart from the fact that the swim was cancelled because of 

the weather.   Those that came enjoyed it. 

 

d. Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Service  This was held in St Swithun’s Church.  It was a 

lovely service and there was good representation from the churches. 

 

e. Christmas Tree Festival  The collection box raised £78 for the Samaritans.  Peter Clark and 

Caroline Cooke decorated the tree (very beautifully in my opinion – Sec.)   Peter had obtained 

new, up to date posters from the Samaritans and offered them for people to put up in their own 

churches. 

 

7. Forthcoming Events  

a. Women’s World Day of Prayer – Kathy Hince reported that this will be held at 10.30 am on 

Friday 4th March at St Swithun’s Church.  This year it is prepared by the ladies of Cuba.  



There will be refreshments before the Service.  All welcome (including men).  The rehearsal 

will be held at 10.30 am on Friday 26th February. 

 

b. CreateTalk/Arts Events/ Bridport Stations of the Cross  Peter Clark reported that a sub-

group have met with Elizabeth Gray-King who is an artist and expert.  It is hoped to have 3 or 

4 events this year.  10th September is booked to have a song and dance event.  It was agreed to 

have a special account for appropriate funds.   It was suggested we could ask Bridport shops to 

display a Harvest themed window.   Also, possibly have a poetry-based event.   

Philip Ringer reported that the Stations of the Cross idea is progressing well.  It starts on Palm 

Sunday;  the Bishop of Salisbury will come on Good Friday to walk the Stations (11 am at St 

Swithun’s), with a reflective Service at the end at St John’s, West Bay.   Local artists are being 

used for this.  Stewards will be needed for this event. 

c. Lent Groups  There will be several Churches Together Lent Groups which are listed on a 

poster or details can be found in The Bridge. 

 

d. It was agreed it was a little too soon and too late to organise a Taize Service in Lent. 

 

e. Easter Sunday Dawn Service  will take place at 6 am on the East Pier at West Bay and includes 

the unveiling of the last, 15th, Station of the Cross in St John’s Church. 

 

f. Christian Aid Week  Dates for this are Sunday 15th – Saturday 21st May.   Ann Ayling has 

indicated that she would like to step down from organising this.  She cannot be there for the 

count at the end and needs someone to oversee this.  Caroline and Christine offered to help on 

the day.  (Post-meeting note:  the day of the count will probably be 2nd June but this is not yet 

definite.) 

 

g. Carnival Involvement  After some discussion it was agreed to defer this for another year as 

there is already so much happening this year. 

 

8. Reports from Sponsored Groups     

Sue Herman reported that Pathways to Care is very busy at the moment.  They have 62 volunteers and 

are doing approximately 25 journeys to hospitals per week.   Volunteers are always needed.  Hopeful 

Hampers is very busy, too;  donations are always welcome.   New Committee members would always be 

welcome too.  The last Community Lunch went off well and is a good forum for community groups etc.       

Sue would like to organise some Christian drama sometime. 

9. Youth Worker Project Working Group    Lorna Johnson reported on this Churches Together 

Project which has had no one in place for some years.  There was a need either to revive it or wind 

it up.   A Core Group came together, discussed what was possible, and decided to try to carry it on.  

They would look for a part-time worker to work in the schools.  They hoped that Youth for Christ 

and South West Youth Ministries would both help with this.   The group will work on a job 

description;  a meeting would be held shortly to make a clear plan.   It is hoped to appoint a worker 

in September.  The meeting will take place at 7.30 pm on 24th February in the Cottage Room at 

Bridport United Church. 

 

10. Correspondence  None 

 

11. Any Other Business  Peter Clark thanked Daphne for her work as Secretary which she agreed to 

take on for one year.  If there is anyone willing to take over at the AGM, please let him know.  

Otherwise, Daphne agreed to take this on for another year. 

 



Philip Ringer reported that he has booked Harbour Green at West Bay for some outdoor services 

this year:   15th May (Pentecost), 3rd, 10th, 24th July, and 14th, 21st, 28th August. 

 

It was discussed when we would like to organise another Barn Dance.   It was felt this should be in 

the autumn.    Sue Herman to speak to Ruth Jenkins. 

          ACTION:  SH 

 

12. Date and venue of next meeting 

 

11th May AGM  at Bridport United Church – Main Hall 

 

7.00 pm for 7.30 pm. 

 

13. The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

 


