
 
 

 

PRESENT: Peter Clark (Chairman), Dianne Sinclair (Secretary), Philip Ringer, Peter Glanville, Grant & 
Elaine Butcher, Valerie Payne, Caroline Cooke, Tish Beamish, Kathy Hince, Steve O'Sullivan, John 
Green, visitors Mish Bartlett & Phil Doughty from the Children's Centre. 
 
APOLOGIES: Christine Hatton (Treasurer), Jo O'Farrell, Ann Ayling, Rob Hibbitt, Andrew Evans,  
Daphne Ekins, Janis Moore. 
 

Peter Clark welcomed everyone to the meeting. He told us stories connected to a range of very 
different types of crosses he had brought with him, which he'd received over the years. "Every cross 
has a story." He said a 'Festival of Crosses' will be held during Lent at Bridport United Church from 
Wed 18th to Sat 21st March 2015, which transfers to Dorchester afterwards. Please bring any 
crosses in your possession plus the story behind them (on a slip of paper). Peter Clark opened the 
meeting in prayer. 
 

1. Children's Centre - Guest speakers Phil Doughty & Mish Bartlett gave a talk on the Child 
Contact Centre (CCC) (see www.bridportchildcontactcentre.org) They explained that 
when a family splits up, CCC provides a safe venue for children to meet with a non-
resident parent. The eleven volunteers (and Management Committee) go to great lengths 
to ensure it's a positive, enabling experience for the children, who may initially feel very 
emotional. CCC have no choice but to rely on their own fundraising efforts to keep the 
Centre going (+/- £2K per year) and wondered if any churches (under the umbrella of 
CTiBD, who used to contribute financially when CCC first began) might feel moved to 
consider giving a one-off donation or a regular perhaps annual amount to help ease the 
burden. CCC AGM is on 20th May 2015.  

 

2. Previous minutes were agreed and signed. 
 

3. Matters arising: AGM to be held 18 May 2015 in Walditch Village Hall, next to the church. 
 

4. Treasurer's Report - as at 28/01/15 £593.38 in the account. In 2014 Total Income = 
£1251.15 and Expenditure = £1584.68. Expenditure in excess of income by £333.53 but 
this does not include Christmas Lunch surplus (possibly around £230). All 2014 subs were 
paid (£518.50).  

 
5. Feedback from previous CTiBD-associated events 
 
6. Christmas Day Lunch 

APPEAL for a VOLUNTEER 
CTiBD are looking for someone to take over the organising of the Christmas Day Lunch, 
which involves being there on the day. It takes place at the Bridport United Church with 
their wonderful dishwasher (Grant Butcher thanked BUC for letting them use it). The best 
person for the job is someone good at co-ordinating who can "pull it all together." Love is 
brought into the event by a huge, loyal band of volunteers all happy to take on tasks like 
advertising, bookings, transport for +/- 40, buying food, buying & wrapping gifts, table 
decoration, entertainment. Please contact Grant or Elaine Butcher or Peter Clark if you feel 
inspired to bring real Christmas cheer to Bridport. 

 

7. Nativity - took place 20/12/14 and went well with a fantastic crowd present. John Green 
suggested perhaps asking the Art Centre to lend us some staging for the next Nativity. 
 

8. Tree Festival resulted on £50 donation for our chosen Charity - Longmead. 
 

9. Week of Prayer had good attendance. Next year we will link in with existing services for 
more of a joint effort. 
 

10. Snow Drop Service - was well attended. Tip: whoever does it next year must take their 
own candles, which thankfully Peter Clark thought to do this year. 
 

11. Forthcoming events 
11.1 Women's World Day of Prayer to be held at Bridport United Church on 6th 

March 2015 at 10.30am. 
11.2 Lent Groups all were encouraged to move around between the churches.  

a) Roman Catholic Church are not doing a LENT group but are instead 
hosting a Taizé evening 7pm on Thurs 12 March.  

b) Holy Trinity Bothenhampton Lent Group is at Barbara Redwood's home 
110 Crock Lane at 2.30pm on Tues 24 Feb, Tues 3 March, Wed 11 March, 
Tues 17 March, Tues 24 March. 
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ACTION 

 
c) Bridport United Church are covering 5 topics on Mondays in the afternoon 

(repeated also on Tuesday evenings) 
Mondays (14h30): 16 Feb, 23 Feb, 2 March, 9 March & 16 March 
Tuesdays (19h30): 17 Feb, 24 Feb, 3 March, 10 March & 17 March. 
 

11.3 Christian Aid 
a) Christian Aid are encouraging you to "Count Your Blessings" during Lent 

and give at the same time. For example, an excerpt from Thurs 5 March 
within their week discussing Education says: "Today we celebrate being able 
to read. But 781 million adults around the world lack basic literacy skills. Give 
5p for the number of books on your bookshelf that you haven't read." 
See http://www.christianaidcollective.org/resources/count-your-blessings 
There are resources for adults,16-24 year olds and younger children too. 
 

b) Ann Ayling is stepping down in 2016 from being the Christian Aid 
Representative in Bridport and would love to hear from anyone willing to take 
over from her.  Contact her via email: ann@bridport-team-ministry.org 

 

c) The Christian Aid Commissioning Service is on 10th May during the 4pm 
XALT Service at St Mary's Church, Bridport. The speaker will be Gill Newell 
from Christian Aid.  

d) Christian Aid Week is 10 - 16 May 2015. 
 

12. No reports from Sponsored Groups 
13. No correspondence received. 

 
14. Any Other Business: 

a) In 2016, we will have Stations of the Cross, 14 of them, from 19 March to 1st April 
2016 before Palm Sunday through Holy Week and Easter Week. Venues will include 
St Swithun's, St Catherine's and several others all the way to West Bay and may 
even include 'scourged against the Town Hall.' The displays will be mounted in front 
gardens behind perspex. Size will be standerdised. Funding (£2K) will be needed to 
make the mounts. The Art Society will be giving paint & canvas etc. Afterwards all 
stations can be exhibited together. We may be able to get a grant from the Town 
Council or the Church of England's St. Aldhelm fund. Hope is for it to become an 
annual attraction but at the very least we hope it will create an interest in people. 

b) Dawn Service - Coral Hatton will lead the Dawn Service on East Pier on Easter Day 
which is 5th April 2015 at 6am. 

c) Summer Outdoor  - WDDC have confirmed availability of Harbour Green West Bay 
on six Sundays i.e. 5+26 July, 9+16+30 August, 6 Sep - a good range of dates from 
which to choose. Reps should let Dianne (CTiBD Secretary) know which date suits 
their church. Obviously there's no pressure to use all six dates - the two month span 
is purely for flexibility in case church leaders are away on holiday during August. 

d) Jo  O'Farrell from Good Books send a message thanking everyone who'd offered 
help recently re their appeal. Valerie Payne who was present, said they'd run at a 
loss of £1500 last year and it looked like this year would be a loss of £3K. She said 
they have one year left to survive (financially). Valerie said if enough people wanted 
to save Good Books (our Community Book Shop hosting the Good Neighbour 
Scheme, Hopeful Hampers, Threads of Hope, Pathways to Care etc) it could be 
achieved if everyone gave £2 per month. 

e) Steve O'Sullivan asked Valerie if she'd like an article for the Bridge from the 
Catholic Church. Valerie said Yes. 

f) Chairman passed a resolution agreeing in principle that CTiBD would be responsible 
for organising 2015 Carnival Float instead of BCF, so we must decide on a theme. 

g) Communities Living Sustainably - Climate Week 2-8 March [ www.clsdorset.org.uk]  
h) Peter Clark is on sabbatical from 7th June to 7th September 2015. 
i) HUSTINGS - Monday 27 April at 7.30pm at BUC. Peter Clark will chair. 5 candidates 

(Con, Lib, Lab, Green & UKIP) - we'll have pre-planned questions. Details to follow. 
  

15. Date and venue of next meetings 
a. Next meeting will be the AGM on 18th May 2015 Walditch Village Hall.  
b. Tuesday 23 June 2015 at St Swithun's Church, Allington. 
c. Wednesday 16th September 2015 at Good Books. 
d. Monday 16th November 2015 at Bridport United Church. 


